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Before the year starts, students taking CCP English III (132) will be required to read the following 
three (3) works of literature.  Even though it is not mandatory, it is strongly recommended that you 
purchase the required books.  We will be taking notes, annotating passages and highlighting chapters.    
 
Required Books:   
 
Make Your Bed: Little Things That Can Change Your Life…And Maybe the World - William H. McRaven 

Based on Admiral William H. McRaven’s commencement speech for the graduating class from the 
University of Texas at Austin, McRaven shares the ten lessons he learned from Navy SEAL training. 
They are simple lessons that deal with overcoming the trials of SEAL training, but the ten lessons are 
equally important in dealing with the challenges of life—no matter who you are. Make Your Bed 
encourages you to pursue your goals and change the lives of others for the better by showing that 
success is a combination of individual willpower and mutual support. 

 
Beowulf: A New Verse Translation - Seamus Heaney   

Beowulf is the elegiac narrative of the adventures of Beowulf, a Scandinavian hero who saves the Danes 
from the seemingly invincible monster Grendel and, later, from Grendel's mother. He then returns to his 
own country and dies in a vivid fight against a dragon. The poem is about encountering the monstrous, 
defeating it, and then having to live on in the exhausted aftermath. Composed towards the end of the 
first millennium of our era, the Anglo-Saxon poem Beowulf is a Northern epic and a classic of European 
literature. In this new translation, Seamus Heaney has produced a work that is true, line by line, to the 
original poem. 

 
Grendel - John Gardner  

The first and most terrifying monster in English literature, from the great early epic Beowulf, tells his 
own side of the story in this frequently banned book. This classic and much lauded retelling of Beowulf 
follows the monster Grendel as he learns about humans and fights the war at the center of the Anglo-
Saxon classic epic. 


