
CCP English 
Mrs. White 

Summer Reading Assignment 
Assignment is due within the first week of class. 

 

 

                     Beowulf: A New Verse Translation by Seamus Heaney 
       You might be familiar with Odysseus as the great Greek epic hero, but England has its own epic  

       hero—Beowulf. Originating as an Anglo-Saxon poem in the oral tradition, Beowulf  is a tale of  

                    courage, loyalty, and reputation, where the code of comitatus prevails. In this Old English poem, a  

                    proud warrior saves Denmark from a savage beast—Grendel. 

& 

Grendel  by John Gardner 
      But is  Grendel a savage beast? It would only be fair to hear the creature’s side of the story. In 1971 

        John Gardner gave a voice to Grendel, provoking the reader to reconsider good and evil, finding  

                     deeper meaning in myth and literature. So now it is up to you to decide —Is Grendel a monster?  

                     Is Beowulf a hero? Who might the “monster” really  be? 

 
Directions: 
 

1. It is advised to read Beowulf first, taking notes on characters, places, and plot. These notes will 
be helpful to review prior to the objective test. 

2. Then, as you read Grendel, note any discrepancies. How is this Grendel different than the one 
depicted in the epic poem? How is Beowulf different? Also take notes that will help provide 
evidence for your essay response. 

3. Choose one of the essay topics. You are to construct a properly formatted MLA essay in 
response to the topic. See the next page for more information. 

 
 

 
Questions about the assignment? Please email me at hwhite@holynamehs.com 

  

 

mailto:hwhite@holynamehs.com


 

Choose one of the following topics: 

 

Option 1: Based on John Gardner’s Grendel, what psychological disorder might Grendel suffer from? 

Define it, explain it, and tie several scenes or thought processes of Grendel into proving he suffers from it. 

 

Option 2: In the original Beowulf, Grendel is the ultimate evil beast. But after we read from his point of 

view in Grendel, is this still the case? Is he really a monster? What traits make one a “monster?” Be sure 

to use examples from specific scenes in Grendel to prove your point. 

 

Option 3: Beowulf is considered the ultimate epic hero. But what, exactly, makes him so heroic? Argue 

the case against him. But, in order to do so, be sure to clearly define the traits of an epic hero. Then, use 

examples from specific scenes in Grendel to prove your point. 

 

Option 4: In 1971, when asked about his choice of subject matter for his seminal novel, John Gardner 

told an interviewer for the Paris Review, “There is no way an animator, or anyone else, can create an 

image from Grendel as exciting as the image in the reader's mind: Grendel is a monster, and living in the 

first person, because we're all in some sense monsters, trapped in our own language and habits of 

emotion. Grendel expresses feelings we all feel—enormous hostility, frustration, disbelief, and so on, so 

that the reader, projecting his own monster, projects a monster that is, for him, the perfect horror show.” 

Is Grendel more human than even he understands? Does this unspoken conflict create sympathy and/or 

empathy in the reader? Do we come to understand, even excuse Grendel because we see ourselves—our 

inner monster—in him? 

 

Follow these guidelines:  

1. The essay must be typed. 

2. The essay must be properly structured in MLA format. 

3. Include at least 5 quotes from Grendel. 

4. Use the highlight feature in your doc to highlight all quotes used. 

5. Be sure quotes are properly cited in MLA format. 

6. Essay must have a separate Works Cited page at the end. Your version of the Grendel text, and any 

other resource you might have used, must be indicated on this page.  

7. Essay (not counting the Works Cited) should be between 2-3 pages, using 12 point Times New 

Roman font and double-spaced. 



 

If you are rusty on the MLA rules, consult the Holy Name Writing Handbook or consult the Purdue OWL 

website. Precision and accuracy are the expectation. 

 

Holy Name Writing Handbook 

https://www.holynamehs.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/Holy-Name-Writing-Guide.pdf  

 

Purdue OWL 

https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/mla_style/mla_formatting_and_style_guide/mla_fo

rmatting_and_style_guide.html 

https://www.holynamehs.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/Holy-Name-Writing-Guide.pdf
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/mla_style/mla_formatting_and_style_guide/mla_formatting_and_style_guide.html
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/mla_style/mla_formatting_and_style_guide/mla_formatting_and_style_guide.html

