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Before the year starts, students taking English III (130) will be required to read two (2) works 
of literature: one (1) required selection and one (1) selection of the student’s choice from the 
list below. 
 
Required Book:  
 
Make Your Bed: Little Things That Can Change Your Life…And Maybe the World - William H. McRaven 

Based on Admiral William H. McRaven’s commencement speech for the graduating class from the 
University of Texas at Austin, McRaven shares the ten lessons he learned from Navy SEAL training. 
They are simple lessons that deal with overcoming the trials of SEAL training, but the ten lessons are 
equally important in dealing with the challenges of life—no matter who you are. Make Your Bed 
encourages you to pursue your goals and change the lives of others for the better by showing that 
success is a combination of individual willpower and mutual support. 

 

Optional Books: Choose One (1) Additional Book    
 
The Graveyard Book - Neil Gaiman  

After the murder of his entire family, a toddler wanders into a graveyard where the ghosts and other 
supernatural residents agree to raise him as one of their own.  Nobody Owens, or Bod, is a normal 
boy. He would be completely normal if he didn't live in a sprawling graveyard, raised and educated 
by ghosts, with a guardian who belongs to neither the world of the living nor of the dead. There are 
dangers and adventures in the graveyard for a boy, and if Bod leaves the graveyard, then he will 
come under attack from the man who has already killed his family...  
 

Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland AND Through the Looking-Glass - Lewis Carroll  

The Mad Hatter, the Ugly Duchess, the Mock Turtle, the Queen of Hearts, the Cheshire Cat – 
characters each more eccentric than the last, and that could only have come from Lewis Carroll, the 
master of sublime nonsense. In these two brilliant burlesques he created two of the most famous and 
fantastic novels of all time that not only stirred our imagination but revolutionized literature. 


